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From: Nancy Woo
To: Wendy Wiltse
Cc: David Albright; Nancy Rumrill; Hudson Slay; brush.jason@epa.gov
Subject: Re: Lahaina briefing for Gary Gill
Date: 11/01/2011 05:16 PM
Attachments: Gill 10.31.11.docx


While he may have gotten a better update than what his folks have provided him to date, any
insight into what he thinks ?
nw


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Nancy Woo
Deputy Director, Water Division
U.S. EPA, Region 9
Work (415) 972-3409
Fax (415) 947-3537


▼ Wendy Wiltse---11/01/2011 04:09:53 PM---David,  and all, I met with Gary Gill, Watson,
Alec, Chauncey, and Mike (SDW) yesterday for 1.5 hrs


From:    Wendy Wiltse/R9/USEPA/US
To:    David Albright/R9/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc:    Nancy Rumrill/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Hudson Slay/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Nancy
Woo/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, brush.jason@epa.gov
Date:    11/01/2011 04:09 PM
Subject:    Re: Lahaina briefing for Gary Gill


David,  and all,
I met with Gary Gill, Watson, Alec, Chauncey, and Mike (SDW) yesterday for 1.5 hrs about
Lahaina WRF and Kahekili Priority Watershed.     I've had the impression that Gary does not
have the full picture about this issue,  so I asked if I could brief him.    Gary was not in office
when DLNR implemented the herbivore fishery management area,  or Environment Hawaii
published a whole issue about sewage injection wells on Maui,  or when USGS briefed DOH on
their detection of wastewater tracers in coastal waters.   And now the Coral Reef TAsk Force
(CRTF) is amping up priority watershed work at Kahekili, hoping to restore corals.    Attached is
the outline of what I presented....primarily background info.


I told them I was not prepared to discuss the UIC and NPDES permit issues without my R9
colleagues on the phone (or in the room),  but I wanted them to know there will be continued
heat to reduce nutrient loads from wastewater,  from many directions.   Restoring the coral will
most likely require nutrient load reductions in addition to the already implemented fishery
controls.    I also gave Gary a highlighted copy of Hawaii UIC rules to show that UIC has
authority to implement wastewater and clean water requirements.


Watson seemed eager to get results from his monitoring efforts,  but they have not started the
seep sampling yet.   He says they have results for the probabalistic sampling.


The biggest rise came when I told them about CRTF's other priority watershed:  Guanica,
Puerto Rico where NRCS has put millions into erosion and nutrient BMPs and EPA ordered the
POTW to tertiary!!   The idea of tertiary certainly scared them.   


Wendy
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West Maui Background Briefing
October 31, 2011
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Purpose:   Overview of environmental problems, science findings, and priority watershed efforts at Kahekili, Maui 


1.   Environmental concerns:   algal blooms,  rapid coral decline,  shift from corals to algae, public health


a. 1999 DLNR-DAR  Fact Sheet   Kahekili Herbivore management area


b. 2010 Environment Hawaii Issue


c. 2 lawsuits vs Maui County (Kihei, Lahaina)


d. 2011  CRTF recognizes Kahekili as one of 2 U.S. priority watersheds for coral restoration


2.  Science background:   USGS studies,  UH-Botany (+ explosion of other work)


a. USGS studies confirm wastewater in shallow coastal springs (Kahekili, Kihei, Kona)


b. UH-Botany studies confirm algae uptake wastewater-N and grow fast at Kahekili, Kihei


3.  Priority watershed efforts


a. Army Corps watershed plan for West Maui 6 watersheds


b. NOAA watershed plan for 2 west Maui watersheds in 2012, incl. nutrient budget


c. TNC  Conservation Action Planning underway


d. Maui Coral Reef Recovery Team priority site


e. NFWF hiring watershed coordinator 2011


f. DOH monitoring coastal waters, wells


g. DOH-EPA-COE-UH Tracer Study


h. 2012 NOAA-DAR funding for erosion control projects


i. Plethora of ongoing science:  UH (HIMB, Botany, SOEST), Stanford, NOAA, Hereticus Lab, USGS-Santa Cruz


4. How can we fix the reef?  Wastewater improvements will be key


a. Wastewater is largest anthropogenic N load,  and potentially controllable


b. Role of pH, pathogens, and ww contaminants unknown


c. DOH has key role
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Wendy Wiltse, Ph.D.
EPA-PICO
300 Ala Moana Blvd.  Box 50003
Room 5-152
Honolulu, HI 96850
Phone: (808) 541-2752
FAX: (808) 541-2712


▼ David Albright---10/31/2011 04:59:10 AM---Hi Wendy, Nothing new on the UIC permitting
front.  We are, as you know, on hold pending the outcome


From:    David Albright/R9/USEPA/US
To:    Wendy Wiltse/R9/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc:    Hudson Slay/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Nancy Rumrill/R9/USEPA/US@EPA,
woo.Nancy@epa.gov
Date:    10/31/2011 04:59 AM
Subject:    Re: Lahaina briefing for Gary Gill


Hi Wendy,


Nothing new on the UIC permitting front.  We are, as you know, on hold pending the outcome
of DOH's 401 cert review.  


Our most recent action was the disinfection order, which was finalized in September.


I'll be interested to hear how the meeting goes. 


*******************************************************************************


David Albright
Manager, Ground Water Office


USEPA, Region IX                    Phone: 415.972.3971
75 Hawthorne Street                 Fax: 415.947.3549
Mail Code: WTR-9                    Email: albright.david@epa.gov
San Francisco, CA 94105


*******************************************************************************


▼ Lahaina briefing for Gary Gill


Lahaina briefing for Gary Gill


Wendy
Wiltse to: David Albright, woo.Nancy 10/28/2011


07:50 PM


Cc: Hudson Slay, Nancy Rumrill


David and Nancy,







I wanted to let you know that I am meeting Monday with Gary Gill regarding Lahaina injection
wells and watershed efforts.    I wanted to  meet with him informally to provide a rounded
picture of the environmental degradation in the area and why we are concerned about
nutrient/pollutant loads from injection wells.    Whenever I hear him talk about it,   I get the
impression that his staff are not seeing the whole picture and that he's minimizing the issues.


After a talk he gave at UH recently,  I asked if I could meet with him about Lahaina.   He said
sure and had his secretary schedule it with me.   Now I understand his staff will attend as
well.     My plan is to review highlights from the scientific studies by Dailer and Hunt,  and also
give him an overview of the Coral Reef Priority Watershed Actions.   I was not planning to
really discuss the hard permitting issues but they will likely come up.


I will be preparing materials to share with him over the weekend and realize that I am remiss
in not checking in with you earlier on this.   I've been on travel and am very short on prep time
myself.      If there are new UIC developments that I should know about,  please call or email
me on Monday morning.   My meeting with Gary is 11:30 AM your time.    I will, of course, 
report back to you afterwards.


Wendy


Wendy Wiltse, Ph.D.
EPA-PICO
300 Ala Moana Blvd.  Box 50003
Room 5-152
Honolulu, HI 96850
Phone: (808) 541-2752
FAX: (808) 541-2712





